Leonard Pegg
Pianist, Organist and Composer

John Frederick Leonard Pegg (known as Leonard Pegg)
was born in 1882. His father, James, and his Pegg
forefathers had been wood turners in Loughborough for
some generations. His mother was Elizabeth Strong
Street who came from families of clay pipe makers.

As a young child, Leonard was affected by poor sight and
spent some time away at the Royal Ophthalmic Infirmary
in London. At home, his sister Florence helped with his
musical formation by reading the music and playing it
over until he had committed it to memory. From the age
of eleven, Leonard attended the Royal Normal College for
the Blind in London, where his musical talents were
fostered; there he learned the Braille system, on which
he tended to rely, except when he had to learn a new
piece at short notice.

Loughborough Herald, April 12th, 1900:
It must have b?en Musical Success
through local musical | A concert was given last week at the Crysta
circles that Leonard Palace ... One of the items of special inte
met May Pass, a solo on the programme was a cleveuyiten
. polonaise for piano and orchestra by Leor
violinist ar_1d t_Utor' Pegg, thesolo part being played by tl
four years his senior. composer, which was 'heartily received.

-2¢ Ineonard Pegg, »¢-

PIANIST.

Beyond his abilties for | Leonard and May married

playing the piano and org: | in January 1912 at St. Mary’s church, Loughborough, and their
he was a composer: son, Raymund was born later that year. Early in 1913, May
ggngiﬁizga mv‘\a"rt':‘ A”iv‘;"s was diagnosed with consumption and went for treatment to
instrument in an orchestra the Isle of Wight, aided by a benefit concert organised for her

in Loughborough. She died that same summer.

Leonard’s own health

: . From theStandard, April 26", 1902.
failed and he died of The Prince and Princess of Walattended by Lady E\

consumption in February Dugdale, Lieut. Colonel Arthur Bigge, and Commar
1915, “at the | Godfrey Faussett, were present at the concert |

comparatively early age of | yesterday afternoon at the Queen’s Hall.
” : s The second item on the programme was the
34" as the obituary in the movement of Beethoven’s Fifth Conaerin E flat, the

local Paper  puts it. | pianoforte part being rendered with notable intellige
Perhaps, for a brief time, | and neatness by Leonard Pegg, a gifted young mus
he was locally acclaimed This was conducted by Sir Hubert Parry.

as a “musical genius”, with
remarkable and highly
crafted gifts of recall and -
interpretation. Perhaps, L5
like so many others, his is
a tale of unfulfilled
potential, blighted by ill
health, bereavement and,
in the end, straitened
economic circumstances.
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