
Leonard Pegg  
The Violin Concerto

On Saturday March 25th 2006 at All Saints Church 
Loughborough, local musicians of the Helix 
Ensemble will help bring to life a violin concerto 
which has lain dormant in a hand written 
manuscript for something like a hundred years.

It must have been through local musical circles 
that Leonard met May Pass, a solo violinist and 
tutor, four years his senior.

Leonard and May married in January 1912 at St. 
Mary’s church, Loughborough. The birth of their 
son, Raymund perhaps inspired Leonard to further 
creativity as several unpublished piano pieces date 
from the summer and autumn of 1912.

Leonard’s one published work, “Invocation” for 
violin and piano, may be taken as a tribute to his 
beloved, as indeed may be the violin concerto, 
undated and barely revised, as it seems to be.

The concert on March 25th gives us a unique 
opportunity to hear something of this young composer’s 
mind and heart as interpreted through the musical 
craft, skill and imagination of the local Helix Ensemble 
players together with their director Jacques Cohen and 
soloist Michelle Taylor.

Mr.Pegg has left behind him at St. Mary’s Church one 
prominent memorial in the form of a written Mass 
complete, which is often used, and which is considered by 
those in a position to give an opinion to be beyond 
expression in parts. Beyond his abilities for playing the 
piano and organ he was a composer: of considerable merit, 
and was acquainted with every instrument in an Orchestra. 
When committing a piece to memory Mr. Pegg would write 
it out in the Braille system, then play over a few bars. 
several times until he had them accurately stored in his 
mind before proceeding to the next portion. 

As a composer he gives great promise, and is being 
encouraged by his tutor, Mr. Frederick Corder, who attends the 
Normal College. He hopes to publish his works in the near 
future, and to write an opera, His ambition in the latter 
direction was arrived at after hearing Wagner's "Tannhauser" 
by the Moody and Manners Company, at Leicester -the boy 
would naturally like to be a second Wagner. His favourite 
composers are Beethoven, Mendelssohn, Chopin, Liszt, and 
Wagner, of course, for opera.

Braille label found with piano Waltz


